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Grand Lodge, PauPs- Head Tauern, 
34 September, 178g. 


In Quarterly Communication, 


The R. V. Jams Praxv, Deputy Grand Mopter, 
in the Chair, 


1 T was moved and reſolved 3 That the 
Thanks of the Grand Lodge be preſented to the R. W. 
and Reverend Brother Colin Milne, LL. D. Grand 
Chaplain, for the excellent Sermon preached by him before 
the Fraternity, at Camberwell Church, an the 24th Day 
of June laſt, being the Auniverſary of the Fe NOR of 
St. Jahn the Baptiſt, _ © 


It was moved and reſolved unanimouſly, That aur 
R. M. and Reverend Brather be requeſted ta print and 
publi ib the ſaid Sermon; and that the Grand Officers be 
_— a Committee to wait on the Grand Chaplain, 
Fa intimate to him the above Refalutions. 


- - Extratted from the Grand Lodge Bua: 


8 
TO THE 


Rigur Honour ABLE 


RANDALL WILLIAM, 

- EARL AnD BARON or ANTRIM, 

Lord Viscounr DUNLUCE, &c. &. 
AND Rionr Wonsnirrur 


GRAN MagTER or THE ANcur Masons OF 


ENGLAND, 
THIS SERMON, 


PREACHED BEFORE THE GRAND LoDGE, * 


AND 


. 
; 


PUBLISHER. AT THEIR REQUEST, 
15 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


Ki 
HIS Lonnsmir'; 
MOST OBEDIENT AND FAITHFUL - 
aX2yANT AND BROTHER, 


{ - 8 A ** . * a 1 * 
37th Ober, 1758. r 
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Ir WE, vet been tlie pracile of vulgar 18. 
norance to abuſe what it could not eom- 
prehend ; to aſſert that there muſt be faults 
where it had not the ſagacity to diſcover ex- 
cellence; and, if united with bigotry and 
power, to perſecute with virulence, _ ex- 

tirpate without mercy, A * 
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Prockpbrgoe of this kind, dan 
to be lamented, excite not our ſurprize ; they 
are exactly ſuch as our reaſonings on the na- 
ture of the human mind give us the juſteſt 
ground to expect; and the daily experience of 
the world confirms the expectation. But 


FT x3 
when GH; of 'a ſuperior deſcription 5 
men of elevated underſtanding, extenſive in- 
formation, and liberal ſentiments, adopt # 
fimilar plan of conduct, our aſtoniſhment ig 
called forth ; we are loſt in ſuppoſitions an 


conjectures ; nor can eaſily render conſiſtent a 


manly and tolerating ſpirit in ſome matters, 


with a mean, contracted, intolerant diſpoſi- | 


tion in others. : 


* 


an IVR I * 
I am led to this . at preſent, by 
reflecting on the illiberal reſtrictions to which- 


our Ancient and Royal Craft has been lately 


ſubjected on ſeveral parts of the Continent, 
from the miſtaken policy and unfounded ſuſpi> 


cions of a Prince, not more illuſtrious by his | 


extent of dominion and weight of influence, 


than reſpectable for the general ſoundneſs of 


his views, and the wiſe decorums of an of 
larged mind. In the followin g diſcourſe, 
therefore, as far as with' propriety it may be 
done in a mixed Aſſembly, I ſhall endea- 
your, both in behalf of our injured Brethren, 
in the Auſtrian dominions, and in defence of 


* w 4 


: | the Order itſelf, which hath often been un- 
juſtly attacked, to refute the calumnies which 
| have been beſtowed 1 upon it in abundance, | by 


evincin 8. 
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evincing, that, 1 hk admirable e purity c of 
its principles, the Inftitution to which we 
have the honour to belong i is not merely! inno- 
cent, but truly laudable ; ; that it tends, in 

the directeſt manzer, to inſpire its profes 
with the nobleſt conceptions | of God, to ren- 
der them obedient ſubjects to the powers | that 
be, and obſervant of every virtue which en- 
dears men to the community; ; of bdelity and 
juſtice; of induſtry and temperance ; of forti- 
tude and patience ; of hoſpitality, brotherly kind- 
neſs and charity ; that, i in fine, it is a ſtructure 


not more venerable on account of i its antiquity, 


than facred, by the purpoſes to which it is 


applied ; 3.4 ſtructure founded upon piety, ſup⸗ 
ported by the human, divine, and ſoclal vir- 
tues, and equally diſtinguiſhed for beauty, 
ſublimity. and ſtrength. I am {cnfible that, 
in the proſecution of ſuch an argument, no- 
thing can be advanced that is not already well 
known to my Brethren of the Order. The 


| feview, however, may be ſo far uſeful, as, 


by reminding my hearers of the excellence. of . 
our Conſtitutions and Maxims, I afford them 


an opportunity of enquiring, whether they be 


Masons, as too many are Chriſtians, in name 


and i in prefe TEN 89777 or in deed and i in truth. 
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. Is TT out with 3 that mach of 
the abuſe which i is levelled at our Order, has J 
originated in that inviolable ſecrecy which its : 
Conſtitutions enjoin, and we pledge purſelves 
to obſerve. But not to mention the ſtrength * 
which the virtue of ſecrecy habitually prac» 
tiſed confeſſedly imparts to the mind; and the 
praiſe which in other matters the perſon poſ- 
ſeſſed of this rare qualification univerſally ob- 
tains : we have to urge in our defence, that, 
if concealment be a fault, it is a fault the 
odium of which Maſonry refuſes not to incur, 
fince it has the honour of ſharing it with ſome | 
of the wiſeſt Inſtitutions of antiquity. At a 
| time when the world was immerſed in the 
NF profoundeſt ignorance, conſequently enſlaved 2 
| by the groſſeſt ſuperſtition ; and fo far from 
1 being diſpoſed for reliſhing the ſublime Doc- 
| trines of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, had 
| they been then reyealed to mankind, that it 
| could not even receive the more obvious 
Truths of Natural Religion : the few who, 
. in this ſtate of general debaſement, had the 
advantage of a ſuperior underſtanding, and 
| were prompted to the exertion of its powers 
| by a contemplative and enquiring turn of 
I . formed themſelves into Societies for tlie 
| improvement 


* 1 


1 8. 1 

improvement and diffuſion of natural, moral, 
and religious knowledge. The rules for the 
government of theſe Societies, and eſpt pecually 
tor the admiſſion of Members, were r the | 
ſtricteſt nature, and inviolably obſerved, 
No perſon of mean talents, low manners, ort 
known profligacy, could obtain a fuffrage, 

The prohibition was univerſal, 
HAN, far hence, O ye profane 
The candidate, whoſe manners and natural 
abilities were approved, underwent certain 
preparatory auſterities, performed certain. ini- 
tiatory rites, and, above all, bound himſelf 
in the ſtrongeſt manner to perpetual Secrecy. 
The initiated, amongſt other points of doc- 
trine, were inſtructed in the Unity and per- 
fections of God, the beauty and moral fitneſs 
of virtue, the arguments Which render pro- 
bable an Hereafter, and the conjectures of 
human reaſon. reſpecting the mode of future 
puniſhment and reward. So much, however, 
was concealment affected, that even theſe 
Truths, ſublime and important as they are, 
n Se more * race (0. 
l were 
0 W from ee ſeveral | 


of 3 nations, re in particular, "000A. 


3 Fil 6 1 : 
were 3 * . covered uh the yeil of 
Symbol, H ieroglyphic and Allegory. Su 2h 7 
of my hearers as are converſant in theſe ſub- * 


ee 


jects will readily recollect, that all the. wiſ- | 
| dom and learning of the ancient Egyptians, 

for his . pre-eminence in which Moſes, - the 
1 Jewiſh Legiſlator, 18 commemorated | in | Scrip= 


fonally expreſſed themſelves in the cleareſt terms on the : 
ſubje& of the Unity of God, as well as of other doctrines 
of Natural Religion. Plutarch mentions the following 
Inſcription on an Egyptian Temple: © am all that has 
= been, is, and ever ſhall be; no man has ever raiſed up 
« the veil with which I am covered,” And this on a 
ſtatue of Iſis ſtill remains: “ To thee, who, being one, 
« art all things.” The following ancient verſes of Or- 
pheus were recited by the Hierophantes at the opening of 
the Eleufinian Myſteries: © Walk in the path of juſtice; 
4 worſhip the ſole Maſter of the Univerſe; he is Our; 
he is ſingly by himſelf ; to him all heings owe their ex- 
« iſtence ; he acts in them, and by them; he ſees all, and 
"ING « never was ſeen by mortal eyes.” Apuleius, too, has 
1 preſerved part of the initiatory prayer uſed by the prieſteſles 
of Iſis; „ The celeſtial powers ſerve thee, the infernal 
: « regions e thee ;ſubmifſion z the univerſe revolves. in 
1 c thine hand; thy feet trample upon Tartarus; the planets 
1 « anſwer thy voice; the ſeaſons return at thy command; 
« the elements obey thee.” Sentiments of a ſimilar na- 
ture frequently occur in thoſe very ancient works, the 
- Shaſta, Vedam, and Ezour-yedam of the ne and 
ee eee ee = 
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ture, * were conveyed i in this myſterious ON 
emblematical Manner Promi Egypt, re 


cradle of kb Arts,” Symbolical Scienoe, of 


which Mafonry is à diſtinguiſhed” branch; 
paſſed, firſt into Greece, probably by the me- 
dium of the founder of Athens (s), who was 
a native of Egypt, and afterwards into Italy 
by that of Pythagoras (c), whom an 'enter- 


"We | 


Acts vii. ver. 22. 


. * 
IN 


() The introduction of the Egyptian Theology inta 
Greece is aſcribed by ſome writers to Orpheus the Argo- 


- naut : by others, with more probability, to a native Egyp- 
tian of an earlier period. Such was Cecrops, who founded 
Athens, which, before its dedication to Minerva, was 


called Cegropia from its founder, His removal from Egypt 
into Attica Sir Iſaac Newton: has placed in the twelfth 
century before Chriſt. Other Chronologers place that 
event much higher, in- the year of the world 2448, and 
upwards of 1500 ps Nene can es, 12 


(o) Pythagoras, the gabe who was contemporary. 
with Confucius the Chineſe Philoſopher, and with the ſe- 
cond. Zerdhuſt, or Zoroaſter, the celebrated :egiſlator of 
the Perſians, after travelling in purſuit of kxowledge into 
Egypt, Phænicia, Chaldza, and India, and teaching a 
conſiderable time in Greece, ſettled in that part of Italy, 
which was called Magna Gracia, from the Greek colonies 


with which it abounded, and became. founder of a ſchool 


of Philoſophy, which is well known by the name of the 
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8 x 
prizing genius joined to an ardent — of 
knowledge, procured, though a ſtranger, ini- 
tiation. into the Egyptian Myſteries, not- 
withſtanding. the painful rites of prepara⸗ 


tion, and the various obſtacles w ich, tg 
damp his ardour, the Prieſts neglected no op- 
portunity of caſting. in his way, It was this 
illuſtrious Character who, firſt, rejecting the 


name of Sao, SornisT, or Wisr, which 


Italic School. Pythagoras taught at Crotons, Metapon- 
tum, and Tarentum, and flouriſhed in the ſixth centurx 
before Chriſt. It was this philoſopher, who, contem+ 

plating the harmony, proportion, and deſign which pre- 
vail in the univerſe, firſt gave it the name of Kochs that 
is, (0) ITTR The Golden Verſes of Pythagoras, though 
they contain the ſum of his doctrine, are ſuppoſed to have 
been written, not by himſelf, but by Epicharmus or Empe. | 
docles, who were both his Diſciples. Diogenes Laertius, 
Iamblichus and Porphyry, who have each written the life of 
Pythagoras, with much uſeful information have intermixed 0 
a variety of abſurdities and falſhoods. The two laſt in 
particular, being bitter enemies to the Chriſtians, inyented | 
a thouſand legendary tales, with a view of magni +3 
their Hero, and depreciating the Founder of Chyiſtianity. 

There is a pleaſing account of this matter, and a full con; 
futation of the writers juſt mentioned, as well as an ex- 


cellent contraſt hetwixt the character, conduct, and mode 


of Inſtruction of Chriſt and Pythagoras, in the firſt volume 
of the Obſerver, an agreeable Collection of Moral, and 


Literary Eſſays, yr et and which | is aſcribed . 
Mr. R Ale 
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men of Science had hefore his time with fafs- 
ficient arrogance aſſumed, way fatjsfied wich 
the more modeſt and humble appellation 'of 
Pa1L0$0PHER, that is Lover o WisDom, 
The probationary ſilenge of ſiye years which he ö 

impoſed upon his Diſciples before they were 
admitted to the full knowledge of his doc- 5 
trine is well known ; and, whilſt it amply juſ- 
tifies the laſs rigorous reſtrictions of ur Or- 
der, muſt place the abilities of this wonderful 


man in a moſt reſpectable point of view, Who 


could procure attention to his doctrines, not, 
withſtanding their extraondinary ſeverity of. 
aſpect, and attract ſuch multitudes of . fol- 
lowers, yndeterred either by compliance with 
the difficult injunction juſt mentioned, or 
by the ſtill harder eee of the en 
düitiplne | | 


Bor the moſt anguft 24 venerable lnſti- . 
tution in all Antiquity of the Symbolical. . | 
kind, and 'which, nevertheleſs, encountered r 
the moſt virulent abuſe, was that celebrated 
every fifth year with the utmoſt ſolemnity, 5 
at Eleuſis, a city of Attica in Greece. There. 
is no queſtion that theſe My TzR1Es; termed: ? 
ELEUSINIAN from de pow 8 ecle- | 
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Brition, and ſometimes Taz: MysTERIES, by 
way of eminence, did not always retain their 

primitive purity ; ; and that they owed their 
declenfion to a cauſe which muſt ultimately 
prove deſtructive to any Society, the intro- 
duction of mean and diſſolute members. It - 
is equally certain, however, that, at firſt, | 
they were admirably qualified, in an age 
e wholly given to Idolatry” and vice, to 
check the torrent of impiety and licentiouſ- 4 
nefs, by impreſſing the mind with ſublime 
apprehenſions of the Divine Nature, with 

. gratitude for all his providential kindneſs 
and with an ardent deſire and emulation q 
excel in virtue, by the hopes which they 
inſpired of a ſtate of felicity as the reward of 


1 the virtuous beyond the grave (p). Accord 


„ ingly, from the time of Solon, the great 
[. Athenian Lawgiver, to that of Cicero, a . 
Md 0. 1 . | ; | — 5 | 
5 ' . E 
(i (o) * Among many other advantages, which we have 
1 | derived from Athens,” ſays Cicero, ſpeaking of , theſe; 
„ . Myſteries, © this is the greateſt—that it has not only 
[; | „ taught us to live chearfully, but to die in the hope of 
1 22 more happy futurity. — Illis mſterii -- 
11M Se - = = - = --- neque ſom cum letitid vivends 
l 2 mationent accepimus, ſed etiam cum Pe meliore moriendi. — ; 
LEES -Ciczro de Eegibus, lib; i ü. r '{ 
17 rene? | | | 
DF 75 | 3 : apt 
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period of more 90 five hündred years, in 
a character diſtinguiſhed for prebity or Wil- 
FEY who became not an Aſſociate in this 
MasonRY, as 1 may term it, of the heathen 
world: and that Socrates furniſhed an ex- 
ception was conſidered even by his friends as 
highly reproachful to the Philoſopher, an 
afforded his enemies abundant matter of ac 
cuſation and triumph. Clean hands and 4 
pure heart, were indiſpenſable requiſites in aM 
who aſpired to the knowledge of the Sacred 


888 00. T he rites of Initiation are 
deſcribed 


(E) Lane relates in his. Mezander Severus, that 
previous to the celebration of the Rites, proclamation was 
made aloud by the herald, that “ none ſhould enter the 
© ſacred incloſure, but ſuch as knew themſelves to be 
« pure and upright in_heart.”#—A prohibition which - 
is ſaid to have had ſuch an effect, by the ſolemnity of its 
delivery, upon the heart of the cruel and relentleſs 
Nero, that, when in his journey to Greece, he wiſhed 
for admiſſion to the Sacred Myſteries, and approached the 
temple for that purpoſe, he was ſtopped by a yoice of rea. 
prehenſion, which reminded him of all his atrocious 
crimes, but in particular of the murder of his mother, and 


he voluntarily withdrew, not daring to profane an AQ” of 
| Religion by the preſerice of a parricide. Suetonius's words 


are theſe : Peregrindtione | ſuidm . e fer 
1. * Hence Virgil's | | gm 3 ; 
— * g ; procul if prin 


1 


jn the higheſt degree. The Scene——a large 
5 and magnificent Temple— the Time — to 
inſpire veneratian and religious dread —the 
Dramatic Exhibition, in which, amonglh 


preſented, in the moſt glowing colours, the 


of the wicked (r). One of the initiatory 


* 


cap. xXXIiv. 


N 
1 


- 
— — 
— 


A — 
- —— 
— 
——— — — 
— —— — 


15 Diſſertations on the Myſteries of the Ancients,” has 


— 

— - 
— 

2 
— 


— 
* © oe we 


> * 
5 = 
rr b — —— r 22> II 
- —— — — — — = — - — —— — — 
p —— ————— —— ů ů T7; 
— 
« 


— —ñ—m6 - coo Pay * 


who, though anonymous, is generally fappoſed to be the 
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to adopt the affirmative, and to believe that, in his beau- 


— that 


ec ” 


deſcribed. as. having been ſplendid and __ | 


hour of midnight—the A&ion—a ſpecies o 
other Subjects of a ficred nature, were re- 


happineſs and joys of the good in a future ; 
world, the diſtractions, horrors, , and torments | 


Ceremonies 


if , 1 84 
by eris, quorum initiatione impii et ſeeerati Voce preconis 
ö fubmoverentur, intereſſe non auſus Lay —SYE TON, in Neron, 


. (r) The learned Biſhop Warburton ; in bie curiouꝰ 


endeavoured to prove, that the ſixth Book of the Eneid * 
„ of Virgil is an exact tranſeript of the Dramas alluded to, 
and of the Doctrines which they were intended to conyey. 
This opinion has been ably. combated, and, as ſome think, 
- ſatisfaRorily refuted, by the Author of a Treatiſe entitled, 
« Critical Obſervations on the ſixth Book of the Eneid, 


elegant Hiſtorian of the Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
4 man Empire.” If in this queſtion, we were inclined” 


tiful deſcription of the Inviſible world, the Poet has be- 
ay OO of ata Fo muſt at leaft allow, + 


— 
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ceremonies was ing and ir 3 1c ts pecu- 
liarity deſerves your attention. yo " The" candi- 
date for admiſſion, after vows of ſecrecy 00. 


. t 


th Rea t aide highly indebted W 
treachery ; and that Maſonry itſelf, however hoſtile, to 
deceit, needs not diſdain to acknowledge its obligations, 
from the conviction thence. afforded, that even the beſt 
and ſublimeſt Inſtitutions may, by the united efforts of 
ignorance, prejudice, and _— be * as che 
meaneſt and the worſt. en H, An Hir bK 


1 


(6) Whoſoever revealed the MyRtetic, that is, diſcloſed 
them to the uninitiated, beſides being for ever after deemed 
infamous, was ſubjected to capital puniſhment upon con- 
viction. Alcibiades, as we learn from Plutarch and 
Nepos, being accuſed in his abſence from Athens, of 
having not only reyealed but profaned them by a mock- 
celebration at his houſe, was, upon his not appearing to 
the information, capitally condemned, had his goods con- 
fiſcated, and by the Prieſts of the ceremonies was folemaly 
devoted to the inferna] Gods, Nor was death the puniſh- 
ment of thoſe only who publiſhed the ſacred rites : the 
ſentence was equally ſevere againft all who either — 
deſign or through ignorance were preſent at their c 
bration, without being previouſly initiated ; and the Hy- 
orian Livy informs us, that Philip, King of Macedon, 
' le war upon the Athenians, on account of two Acir- | 
ian Youths, who imprudently venturing into the temple 
with the crowd, on the day of the celebration of the 
Myſteries, without having been qualified to be preſent, | 
pay tat” their rail curiolity With "had Wh. Of the 
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vr may judge from that ſtrong expreſſion of Horace; 


when the Myſteries ceaſed to be Grecian, and ſoon after 
ceaſed likewiſe to be pure. They were not totally. 


ſes «ſages, par M. Boulanger, Tom. II; Warburton's Dy 
ſertations on the Myfteries of the Ancients, in his Divine 


{ 24 ] 

Lindtioned by penalties the ſtron geſt that could 
poſtibly be deviſed, was preſented with a 
Crown, o „en which he trampled. Then the 


7 ies. PR HizzoFHANTES, 


tnfumy which attended thoſe who divulged the A 


—— Vetabo, gui Ereris fatrum - 124230 
Vkaͤrit arcane, ſub iiſdem ' ' © © 55 ka 
| Sit trabibus, Jrag Rene 'n medium „ WON 

 Solvat ys: 1 ns 
Carm. lib. il od; 22 
And Ovid aſks with emphaſis, ww 9:1) 10-3 hd th: 


Quis Cereris ritus audet vulgare profanis ® | 
. relates in his life of Claudius Cæſa, "that 
an attempt was made by that Emperor to tranſlate 0 
ſolemnity in queſtion from Attica to Rome. This, how- 
ever, was not accompliſhed till the reign of Adrian, 


aboliſhed *till the reign of the elder Theodoſius. 5 For 
farther particulars reſpecting theſe celebrated Ancient 
Rites, which, as Diodorus Siculus aſſures us, were an 
exact repreſentation of thoſe of the Egyptian Iſis, the to 


curious reader is referred to a treatiſe of Meurſius en- in t 


titled Eleuſimia ; to Clemens Alexandrinus's Cobortatio, ad 
Gent. ; Potter's Antiquities of Greece, Vol. I: Hiftoire du 
Ciel, par L' Abbe Pluche, Tom. I; L' Antiquite devoi lei par 


Legation of Moſes, book ii. ſection 4.; ſeveral papers in the 
Memoires de Þ Academie des Belles Lettres; and The Res 
ligion of the Ancient Greeks illuſtrated—a work juſt tranſ- 
. lated 


E 
HirROPHANTES, or Grand officiating 
Maſter, as we would term him, drawing the 
facred knife, held it over the head of the 
Initiated, ,; who feignin g to be ſtruck, fell. to 
the ground. as dead, and; Joon after reviving, | 
was ſuppoſed to have entered on a ne- ex- 
iſtence, and . obliged . himſelf. to a "thorough | 
renovatign both o of temper and conduct. 


It is not, however, from Paganiſm lone 
that we can produce proofs of our poſition, , 
that even. the beſt. Inſtitutions, when con- 
ducted with lecrecy, . have generally ex- 
cited calumny, and abuſe. The argument 
extends to Chriſtianity itſelf. In the firſt 
ages of the Church, the clandeſtine man- 
ner in which the Chriſtians, from the 
perſecuting ſpirit that prevailed, were. obliged 
to celebrate their Agape or Love-Feaſts, and 
to commemorate the death of their Maſter, | 
in the ordinance of his appointment, afforded Vt 


lated from the French of M. Le Clere de Septchenes, and 
of which the Author of this Sermon regrets that he had 
not an opportunity of availing himſelf before he preached 
it, as it contains the fulleſt and. beſt account he has ſeen 
of the Secret Worſhip of the Ancients, its origin and 
object, and the Spirit of the ceremonies 10 it was 
accompanied. OI? HON 


their 


at? 
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their Enemies 6ecaſion of the vileſt ddd? 


-And though Pliny the younger, who, at the 


deſire of the Emperor, had made the ſtricteſt 
inquiſition in his Province, into the nature 
and deſign of their meetings, pronbunced 
them in the moſt unreſerved terins, to be 
perfectly innocent; yet, we are aſſured by one 
of the early Fathers, that their eating the 
faſb, and drinking the blood of Gbrift, in a 
figurative ſenſe, were converted by the malice 
of their adverſaries into the actual devouring 
of children : nay, their charity and fraternal 


' affection, however admirable, and even, ad- 


mired by thoſe who traduced them, were, iy 
the ſame malignity of diſpoſition, | conſtru 

into crimes, and occaſioned imputations too 
grols to mention. | 


II. Having faid thus much in defence 2 N 


| the myſtery and concealment which Maſonry 
profeſſes, I am now, briefly, as I propoſed; to 


appear the Apologiſt of its Morals, and evince 
that both by its principles and practice, it is 
friendly to the beſt intereſts of mankind, and 
well adapted to meliorate the character, and 


| adorn it with rey none focal, and re. 


ligious virtue. 
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I. Tur * name of out profeſſion, which 
is that of a laborious, mechanical art, whilſt 
it ſufficiently indicates. its operative nature, 
as plainly declares the neceſſity, and enforces 
the conſtant, practice of Indus Ry, that uſe- 
ful virtue, the great importance of which, 
and its influence in promoting the happizcſy 
of men, both in their individual and collective 
capacity, we cannot too much nor too fre- 
quently inculeate. The fact is, that to be 
capable of high attaintents of any kind. thers 
is required in the mind a previous bent to 
activity and diligence. Of Slothfulrgſs;. i in- 
deed, whether it reſpect Time or Eternity, 

we may always with truth affirm, that it caſts 


into a deep ſleep, ſtupif ing the mind, and 
detaining its powers in a ſtate of lethargic 
inſenſbility. Ind eſtry, therefore, which is 
the oppoſite of Sloth, poſſeſſes a diftinguithed 
place amor,s the yirtues, as on its. exertion 


depends che propet exerciſe, of all the. teſt, 
It is tHe © ory comes ant ny ( which 
through 
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(u) From Narben we have various indications of 
this exbillene views.” The meaſured motions of the hea- . 
venly bodies, the circulativn of the blood ah d of the ſap, 
the courſe of rivers, the flux and reflux i the ſea, the 
W C | inſtinctive 
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It is the great bond of political union 1 atnongſt 
men. It is productive of comfort;and hap- 


Pineſs to its poſſeſſor, either by procuring him, 


in the unavoidable misfortunes of life, the 
compaſſion and relief of his more proſperous 


brethren ; or affording him, when his en- 
deavours have de crowned with MY 


3 wS WI 


inflinAtive. FOR of the various tribes of died l 


proclaim the neceſſity and uſe of action, and with one 


voice reproach the indolent and inactive. Go to the ant, 
thou fg ard, ſays Solomon, confider her ways, and be 
wiſe ; which having no guide, overſeer, vr ruler, provideth 


her meat in the Amma, and gathereth her food in the, 


harveft.* Nor is it only from the objects without us, 
that Nature inculcates che uſeful leſſon. When we view 


the conſtitution of Man hiuſelf, we cannot fail to be con- 


vinced, that both the organs of his body, and the faculties 
of his mind, equally admoniſh him that he is formed for 


action: and indeed, without it, not only would thoſe 


organs and faculties be uſeleſs, becauſe unfit for the pur- 


poſes of animal and rational life, tyhich they wete intended 


to promote; but muſt quickly, if quieſcent, extinguiſh 
both. As metals which, when unemployed, cenſume by 
ruſt, are brightened by uſe: in like manner, ſtudy and 
reflection, in which conſiſts the uſe of the mental powers, 


enrich and poliſh the mind; moderate labour, in which 
confiſts 1 the uſe of the corporeal faculties, enlivens and 
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invi gorates the body. ; "Way". 
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$rough all her works is ever active and alive. 


1 %% + 

the exquiſite ſatisfaction (the moſt exquiſite” 
indeed of which a generots mind can be'fa\." 
ceptible)'of diffuſing en around Him, 
and benz the general reſource of te unfor-⸗ 
tunate. Nor does this truly Maſonic duty 
leſs claim our attention as a preſervative from 
the inconveniencies, dangers, and miſeries, 
which are the ſure concomitants of fluggiſh' 
ination. © The mind] in which habits of In- 
duſtry have not been early and carefully im- 
planted, how conſtantly do we fee in tlie 
ſequel ſhooting up into all the wild luxuriance 
of folly and vice! It is with man as with the 
ſoil he inhabits. This, though left uncul- 
tivated, fails not to hear ; but what doth it 
bear? It beareth thorns and Brier, whoſe en 
is to be burned ; it produces Plants, not only 
uſeleſs, but highly noxious; it nouriſheth 
ſerpents; it fills the air with malignant and 
peſtilential vapours. Equally pernicious and 
deadly in their effects are the ſpontaneous 
fruits of the inactive, uncultivated mind. But 
in enumerating the motives *which: ſhould 
animate us to the practice of this eminent 
virtue, let us not forget the weightieſt argu- 
ment of all: I mean, that it is enjoined in 
the ſtrongeſt terms by the facred writings, 
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the diſpoſition and ability of procuring hap- 


t «1 


8 to Chaiffians: comes peculiarly. revptns, 
mended by the example of the great Author 
and Finiſher of our faith; who, though the Son 


of the Moſt High God, and poſſeſſed of power. 
which could have commanded for his uſe, 
all the accommodations and elegancies of the 
world; yet, to give his followers a pattern, as 
well of induſtry, as of humility and patience, 
ſubmitted to be born in the loweſt condition 
of life, and was actually employed in one of 
its moſt laborious keel Cd een 


1 n as Maſonry not only ſuggeſts, by its 
name the importance of induſtry, but both 
by precept and example recommends the 


continual practice of it: it evidently follows, 


from the particulars juſt mentioned, 'that the 
Order of which we are members aids the 
great purpoſes | of Nature ; ſtrengthens the 
bond which cements men in Society; has a 
tendency to prevent the fatal effects of an in- 
active diſpoſition on health, character, and 
fortune; places happineſs on its proper baſis, 


pineſs to others; and inſpires a reverence fog 


I BM 1 | _ ö *. . 3 0 N ills 2 7 ; i 
Compare Matth. xiii. 55, with Mark vi. 3. 1 


4 211 
the ſacred Injunctions of Religion; and for 
the aner r of its 1 * 
A cane of Lc e eee 
Non Joey Maſonry, in thus exiting to the 
practice: of the virtue in queſtion, 'confine its 
views to the tranſitory" and unſutisfying pur- 
CT preſent world. It enlarges its 
range, and, in coneurrence with the Spirit of 
the Goſpel, takes an higher direction, even 
to thoſe future and iriſtbie things,” which are 
eternal. Its language is—Be nor flothful in 
buſmeſs, nor ſlorhful in religion. Labour | 
for the meat which periſheth ſeſt than —— that 
"which endureth unto everlaſting Hir; 
whilſt employed in the buſineſs of your — 
cular profeſſions, and in the duties of your 
reſpective Lodges, neglect not that more im- 
portant occupation, the care of your immox- 
tality. Be diligent to, make your calling and 
Election fure ; and wok k our 79 


fron wo Chad ny . 
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another duty recommended by our profeſſion, 
and which ſhould therefore highly endear it 
to the community, © The ſtrict ſubordination 
that is maintained in our Lodges; the chear- 
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excellent means of rendering thoſe who are 
actuated by them loyal ſubjects, faithful 
dependents „ and inviolable obſervers ' of the 


the CRAFT are both ſigniflcant as Emblems, 


{ ﬆ } 


ful -pbedicace which thoſe” of inferior cok 


yield to their Superiots in office, and the 
terms of reſpect in which they addreſs them, 
are principles, which do not ſpend their in- 
fluence within the, walls of a ſtructure dedi- 


coated to Maſonry, but imperceptiblys diffuſe 


themſelves into general Society, and heeome 


laws. of their country. At the ſame time, 


the mild and equal nature of our Govern- 
ment as effectually checks every ſentiment of 


harſhneſs and oppreſſion; and preſents thoſe 
ideas of - a pure and perfect Republic, the 


reality of which we in vain ne look: for in 


the moſt boaſted . 9 Conftiturivok . 


3. e other e res 


and uſeful in ſtimulating to the practice of va- 


rious duties of the Man, and of the Citizen. | 


They remind us, that cando r, purity; and 


ohite-robed i innocence ſhould characterize Our 


thoughts and converſation ; that we ſhould 


conſtantly abide within the CoMeass: of fru- 


CE, gality 


S 8888 888 
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en. 
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( a+ Þ 
gality and temperance; and; »in-:ouri-proceeds; 
ings with others, be careful to meaſure and 
rogulate our acłions by the Ruĩ Rand S n 
of ſtrict Integrity and Juſtice. Indeed of; all 
the intereſts of men in Society, Maſonty is 
peculiarly tender; reſpecting, itſelf and teach - 
ing its votaries to reſpect; - that admirahle 
maxim of our Religion; Wbatfoeven ye ivaull 
that men fhould do to: vou, do qe even ſo unte 
them * — That Rule of equity, by which 
every claim of right may be immediately ad- 
juſted that Law, of which every man may 
find the expoſition in his on breaſt, and 
which may always be obſerved without any 
other qualifications than honeſty, of inten· 
tion, and purity of will and let me add, in 
the words of a good writer, a Law 77 which 


: ſhould be engraved on every heart, as, by 


the command of the Emperor Seyerus, it 


was engraved upon * hs and Public 


nn. 2 ＋ Pas 5.97 170 3 
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that a ae. founded on e f the 
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„Matthew vii. 12. | en wy 


i” Fee Dr. Horne $ ; Aﬀfze Sermon at Oxford i in 1775. 
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pureſt and moſt e extenſive . 
contains within its comprehenſive embrace 
every. denomination of men, however diſtin- 
guiſhed by language, climate, complexion, 
or diverſity. of opinion, and whoſe members 
are, in the trueſt ſenſe of the expreſſion, : 
C17T1zENs or THE WorLD, muſt be fa 
8 to every kind and philanthropic affec 
And l if, to theſe conſiderations, and 
at which your time e pe not ee 
on, we ny | * 


- FF 534 
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F. In the laſt | les; its inp he a Rai! 
gious Inſtitution— the ſublime ideas It imparts 
of God; the veneration it inſpires of His 
thrice - adorable name, of the Revelation 
which he hath given us by Jeſus Chriſt, of 
his Sabbath, his Ordinances, and the Diſ- A 
penfations of his Providence; and its ten- 
dency to promote an imitation of all the i imi- 
table perfections of his Nature, by engaging 
us to be merciſul as God is merciful, and holy, | 
47 ze who hath called us is. boly, in all manner 
97 converſation : 1 think we are warranted i in 
concluding, that a Society, thus conſtituted, 
and which may be rendered ſo admirable an 
engine of n far from meriting 
any 


I 25 3 
— appellation, or contumelioa 
treatment, deſerves highly of the community's 


and that the-ridicule and affected eqntempt 
which it has ſometimes experienced can pro- 
cerd only from-ignorance or from artogance g | 
from thoſe, in fine, whoſe oppoſition dos 
it honour, whoſe- cenſure-'is a and 
whoſe praiſe would We inte r 


Ix this ſhort illuſtration of he Man of 
gur Order, I am fenfible that much is ey 
ceſlarily omitted that might be urged in its 1 

fayour, but of which I could not avail my- | 
ſelf, without i incurring the merited reproach of. Bs 
raſhneſs and indiſcretion. For the ſame rea: 
ſon, I have avoided as much ag poſſible, in the 
preceding part of the Diſcourſe, all tym 
bolical alluſions to qur peculiar Myſterieg, 
and Rites ; ; and muſt think, that thoſe who, 
on occaſions like the preſent, act with, leſs 
caution and reſerve, diſplay their __ 
at the expence of their veracity, and virtually 
publiſh what, at the ſame time, they profeſs, 
and haye ſolemnly aer We tq 


conceal. 
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© Be it your care, PET | of this 1 ient 
ny Huſtrious 2 to adorn both your 
CHRISTIAN 
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* 


1 1 
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CamrsTIAN and. Masonic profeſſion | byia 
Mitable-temper- and deportment; nor permit th 
che guad of either, by any miſconduct fol 
your 's, to be evil: ſpoken g . e not / 
- your+ Inſtitution. by an incongruous mixture It 
of the peaceable and turbulent, the fraudulent 7 
and the upright, the kind and the malevelent; H 
the impious and the religious. A ſtructure a 
compoled | of parts ſo heterogeneous, vhilſt ral 
it totally wants ſymmetty, elegance, and ev. 
beauty, to pleaſe the eye, makes no compen⸗ 80 


fation for the eſſential defect, by impreffing 
the idea either of ſublimity or ſtrength. The 
excellence and welfare of a Society conſiſt 
not in the ſplendor or number of its con= 
ſtitüents; but in dignity | of ſentiments and 


expanſion of the heart; in ſoundneſs of prin- fec 
ple and purity of manners; in public con- ple 
fiſtency and private virtue. Be ſuch inva- Su1 
riably the Characteriſtics of your Order, and bei 
ſach the qualities. indiſpenſably required in its Dr 
Hſſociates. e your Devotion be ſolid the 


and humble. Let your Charity be large and 
Actige. Let Temperance and Integrity be 
your undivided companions; and a difin= 
tereſted Love of Truth, as diſplayed in the 


ory Gracles of God, your inſeparable guide,” 
Let 


members. Qualify yourſelves by the previous 


1 27 1 Ny 
Let brotharly:lowe' contifue. Thie indsed s 
the Soul of every Aſſociation, but eminenxly 
of our's. And 5 pikqſunn t, my Friends, 


jar Bretbren thur tu dineHtogetber- in n= 15 


It is indeed grateful, ile ul preiout ae 
of Aaron; it is refreſliing, ar t Dew f 
Hermon, or ar that abu fil upon nei moum: 
tains f $1at. It is likewiſe the beſt iprepa- 
rative for that Immortal Society of which 
every other is but faintly emblematical the 


Society of juſt men made perfect in the king 
dom of Heaven; where all is peace, harmony, 
and love; where preſides the great PARENT 


or BENTVvOLEN x, ſurrounded by the Mi- 
niſters of his will, thoſe Angels Who Ec 
in firength, glow with all the ardency of af 
fection, and fly with alacrity to perform his 
pleaſure — A Society, which needs not the 
Sun, neither the Moon, neither any candles, 
being illuminated by the Splendor of the 


Divinity, and having the Lamb likewiſe for | 


the light thereof. Of this: celeſtial com- 
munity, aſpire ye, Brethren, likewiſe to be 


diſcipline of continual vigilance and frequent 
prayer, for the celebration of thoſe ſublimer 
Myſteries, which engage all the powers and 

| | faculties 
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kaoultles of the inhabitants of the Bil 


regions above. Whilſt on earth, let your can- 
verſatian and heart be in heaven: that, when 


' ſolved; when fail ſhall everycarthly comfort, 
ſhall irrecoyerably diſappear, you may form 
friendſhips and relations of an higher Order, 
be inrolled in the liſt of that Socicty, 
which no nan can unmiber for multitude, and 
Inhabit with them, as fellow-citizens of the 
Paints, the heavenly. Feruſalem, that city 
which bath foundations, whoſe builder and 
Maler is - THE GRAND: Aenne 
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all connections, merely terreſtial, ſhall be diſe 
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ERMONS, $ro,, price Ms, nd 
bound, 1780. Cadell. ast 


2. The Boldnefs and Freedvin'of Apes N 
Eloquence recommended to the imitation 

of Miniſters: A SERNMON preached at St. 
Paul's, Deptford, on the Death of the 

Rev. Yames Bate, M. A. 8vo. price one | 
ſhilling, 1775. Burnet. 695. | 4: " $S © | 


3. A SERMON preached at St. Sepulcher's 
Snow-hill, and at Cheſhunt, in Hertfotd- 
ſhire, for the Benefit of the Humane 80- 
ciety, 8vo. price one _ 1778. 
Rivington. | 


1 SERMON Fon KN at ct. Michael's 
Cornhill, before the Governors of the 
City of London Lying-in Hoſpital, 8vo. 
price one ſhilling, 1782. - Cadell. Second 
Edition. 228 5 Faq} i» 
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5. Txxmint BoTAnict, novo ordine di- 
geſti : in uſum Scholz Botanicæ Edinenſis, 

8vo. 1767, pr. 25, Elliot. 

6. A 


| Publiſhed by the ſame AUTHOR. 
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6. A BoTantcar DicTioNARy ; or, Ele- 
ments of Syſtetnatic and Philoſophical Bo- 
, tany, g8vo. price five ſhillings, 1778. 
Lowndes. Second Edition. 
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7. SUPPLEMENT to the Botanical Dictionary, 
with plates, 3vo. price three ſhilling 88, 
1778. Lowndes, 


W 
8. InsTITUTES of. BoTANY : Part ch | 
Firſt, 8 7 9 thillings, 1771. 
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9. nir of * Part the 
Second, 4to. price eight ſhillings, 177. 
' Elmſly. 
*.* Theſe two Parts compleat the Hiſtory 
of Botany; and of Botanical Methods, from 
the earlieſt periods to the preſent time. 
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10. An Enqu1Ryi ato the general ErygcTs 
of HEAT, with Obſervations on the 
Theories 'of Mixture, 8vo. price two ſhil- 
op © and fixpence, 177%. Nourſe. 
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